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1.6 Summary 

The aim of this dissertation is to develop a theoretical approach and present empirical 
findings to better account for the variation in repression’s effects on political 
participation. To do so, I focus on political participation of Iranian Green Movement 
supporters between 2009 and 2013. 

In Chapter 2, I review the evidence from the literature on effects of repression on 
political participation. In doing so, I argue that scholars of repression should pay 
more attention to choices of individuals in response to repression. Through a 
comprehensive literature review, I identify a number of strategies that individuals 
choose in response to repression. I, then, apply the notion of ‘choice points’, i.e., 
situations or moments at which people make strategic decisions/choices (Jasper, 
2012) to respond to repression, to indicate where scholars should investigate 
individuals’ responses to repression. Three main choice points identified in the 
pathway of response to repression are: accept repression and refrain from activities 
or reject and resist repression (Choice Point 1), choices among strategies to resist 
(Choice Point 2), choices among tactics and arenas to shift in activities as a strategy 
to resist repression (Choice Point 3). The chapter and the schematic pathway of 
choosing strategies in response to repression outline new avenues for the chapters to 
come. 

In Chapter 3, focusing on Choice Points 1 and 2, I will apply my proposed approach 
to online activism and attempt to explain online activism of IGM activists under 
repression. The chapter investigates activists’ perceived online repression and 
responses to the perceived online repression. I will conceptualize three dimensions 
of perceived repression, which interactively influence activists’ choice to respond to 
repression: the importance, macro-external and micro-internal assessments of 
repression. All in all, it affirms that paying attention to choices of individuals 
provides a broader picture of activism under repression. The chapter identifies five 
distinct strategies to respond to repression: (1) de-identification, (2) network 
reformation (3) circumvention, (4) self-censoring (legitimization by law or rules), 
and (5) being inconspicuously active. The chapter also sheds light on what influences 
activists’ choice between resisting repression and refraining from activities. 

In the fourth and fifth chapters, I focus on IGM supporters’ choices between the 
online and offline domain and election and movement politics, respectively (Choice 
Point 3). 
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Chapter 4, first, gives an overview of the online and offline activities among IGM 
supporters over four years (2009-2013), while the State upheld similar—severe― 
levels of repression. It demonstrates that, while the intensity of political activities 
varied over the period, online and offline activism went hand-in-hand. In contrast to 
the ‘negative erosion effect’ of online participation, I show instead that activists who 
participate in online activities are more likely to participate in offline activities too, 
and vice versa. Second, I investigate which factors drive IGM supporters’ offline and 
online political participation under severe repression. I, interestingly, find that 
perceived repression does not have a significant negative effect on engagement in 
offline activities. Furthermore, my results show that while individuals’ perceptions 
of efficacy play a major role in adopting online activities, positive emotions (feelings 
of hope) significantly drive individuals to participate in offline activities. My results 
thus highlight interesting differences in motivations of online and offline activism. 

Chapter 5 elaborates on another individual’s choice under repression: to vote or to 
boycott elections. The chapter investigates the mechanisms behind the shift from 
boycotting to voting among IGM supporters in the 2013 Iranian presidential 
elections. The chapter shows that persuasion at the grassroots level explains the 
emergence of widespread consensus on electoral participation. The findings reveal 
that IGM supporters who decided to vote more actively encouraged others to follow 
their example than to follow boycotters. The decision to abandon boycotting was 
accompanied by an increase in the perceived efficacy of elections as a means to 
influence Iranian politics.  

In Chapter 6, I conceptualize and introduce responses to repression as an individual’s 
choice between refraining from political activities due to the possible consequence 
of threats and attempting to resist repression, i.e., continuing with political activities, 
despite possible threats. Focusing on a time period when the gradual decline in 
political participation of IGM supporters turned into a remarkable increase in 
activism in the wake of the 2013 elections (February – June 2013), this chapter 
investigates what accounts for supporter’s choices in response to repression. The 
findings suggest that, whereas political participation is not fully explained by 
perceived repression, the decision to either refrain from or resist repression plays a 
major role in explaining some forms of political participation, namely everyday 
forms of resistance. And, in turn, this decision to either refraining or resisting is 
influenced by social-psychological factors: the findings illustrate that IGM 
supporters who experience less fear were more aggrieved and perceived lower levels 
of repression than did other supporters, more frequently decided to resist repression 
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by participating in everyday forms of resistance; covert activities which are difficult 
to be controlled and surveillanced by States. It implies that social-movement 
supporters can not only simply ignore the risk and continue with the same activity 
but can also find, choose or invent another form of political activity to resist 
repression. The chapter clearly supports the relevance of response to repression to 
our understanding of political participation in case/the event of severe repression. It 
also suggests broader forms of activities under repression, namely everyday forms of 
online and offline resistance. 

Table 1.2 summarizes which method and data has been used in each empirical 
chapter.  

Table 1.2 Method and datasets per empirical chapters 
CH. TITLE METHOD DATASETS CHOICE 

POINTS 
3 How Iranian Green Movement online 

activists perceive and respond to 
repression 

Qualitative Interviews 1 and 2 

4 Emotional and instrumental drivers 
of activism in repressive contexts: A 
panel survey on offline and online 
political participation in the Iranian 
Green Movement 

Quantitative Panel Data, 
W1 and W3 

3 

5 “To vote or to boycott?” Explaining 
the tactical shift of Iranian Green 
Movement supporters in the 2013 
presidential elections 

Quantitative 
and 

Qualitative 

Panel Data, 
W1 and W3 

3 

6 Refraining or resisting: Responses of 
Green Movement supporters to 
repression during the 2013 Iranian 
presidential elections 

Quantitative Panel Data, 
W3 

1 

  
 


